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HORWICH 

Utfban  District  Council. 

For  Tear  ended  December  31st,  1894. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  District  Council : 

Gentlemen, — I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  Health  of 
the  District  during  the  year  1894. 

Births. — 547  were  registered  (273  males  and  274  females),  equal  to 
a birth-rate  of  38'2  per  1,000  per  annum,  against  a rate  of  38-8  per 
annum  for  the  year  1893. 

Deaths. — 172  were  registered  (101  males  and  71  females),  a death- 
rate  of  12-02,  which  in  1893  was  19*7  per  1,000  per  annum.  These 
estimates  are  calculated  on  a population  of  14,300.  The  deaths  were 
diminished  by  104,  and  the  births  increased  by  4.  The  natural  increase 
to  the  population  was  375.  During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  57 
deaths  occurred  ; second  quarter,  43  ; third  quarter,  38  ; fourth  quarter, 
34.  In  1893  the  numbers  were—69,  53,  87  and  67,  for  the  successive 
quarters.  The  mortality  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  was  very  low. 
The  age  mortality  was  as  follows  Under  one  year,  73  ; one  year  and 
under  five,  23  ; five  and  under  fifteen  years,  1 1 ; fifteen  and  under 
twenty-five,  6 ; twenty-five  and  under  sixty-five,  39  ; sixty-five  and 
upwards,  20.  The  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  amounted 
to  96,  a decrease  of  67  as  compared  with  last  year.  The  rate  of  deaths 
amongst  infants  under  one  year  old  to  every  1,000  births  was  133, 
compared  with  196  in  1893.  This  is  a gratifying  decrease  in  the  in- 
fantine mortelity,  and  is  accounted  for  by  the  district  escaping  a visita- 
tion of  any  serious  epidemic  of  measles  and  diarrhoea,  such  as  we 
experienced  in  1893. 

Zymotic  Death-Rate. — Scarlet  fever  caused  5 deaths  ; membraneous 
croup,  2 ; enteric  fever,  3 ; puerpural  fever,  3 ; and  whooping-cough, 

4 ; a total  of  17,  and  equal  to  a rate  of  1*1  per  1,000,  a decrease  of  28 
in  comparison  with  the  mortality  in  the  previous  year  from  these 
disorders. 

Respiratory  Diseases. — '35  deaths  were  caused  by  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs,  a rate  of  2-4  per  1,000  ; a decrease  of  18  on  the 
mortality  of  1893  from  these  causes.  Five  deaths  only  were  attributed 
to  consumption  of  the  lungs,  against  fifteen  registered  in  the  former 
year. 

Inquests. : — Six  deaths  were  due  to  accidental  causes  necessitating 
inquests.  Herewith  are  submitted  the  tables,  furnished  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  shewing  the  mortality  at  different  ages,  with  prin- 
cipal causes,  also  the  new  cases  of  infectious  sickness  notified  to  the 
Medical  Officer. 

Infectious  Sickness. — The  total  number  of  notifications  received 
during  the  year  amounted  to  190,  against  106  in  1893,  an  increase  of 
84,  embracing — smallpox,  4;  scarlet  fever,  96;  diphtheria,  10;  mem- 
braneous croup,  3 ; enteric  fever,  27  ; continued  fever,  2 ; puerpural 
fever,  8 ; and  erysipelas,  40.  The  continued  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever 
throughout  the  year  accounts  for  the  large  number  of  notifications. 


Enteric  Fever. — Subjoined  is  a Table  giving  a brief  sketch  of  the 
cases  : — 


Number. 

Date  of 
Notifica- 
tion. 

Locality. 

Traceable 
or  not  to 
previously 
existing 
cases. 

Insanitary 

conditions 

observed. 

[ 

Result. 

1 

Feb.  6 

Lee  Lane  

Not  trace- 
able. 

Very  old  house, 
damp. 

Dead 

2 

„ 23 

Rawlinson  Street.. 

>> 

Dirty  backyard 
12  fowls  kept. 

Recovery 

3 

„ 22 

Brownlow  Road... 

>> 

No  Insanitary 
conditions. 

ti 

4 

Mar.  2 

Chorley  New-Rd.. 

>> 

No  Insanitary 
conditions. 

5 

„ 20 

Yale  Cottages ..... 

Back  to  back 
house,  drainage 
defects. 

6 

„ 29 

Wright  Street  ... 

No  Insanitary 
conditions. 

>> 

7 

Apr.  24 

Victoria  Road  . ... 

No  Insanitary 
conditions. 

>> 

8 

Jun.  13 

High  Street  

Dirty  yard  and 
surroundings. 

»» 

9 

July  31 

Arkwright  Street.. 

5) 

Dirty  house  and 
yard. 

55 

10 

Aug.  14 

Curteis  Street  ... 

>> 

Mild  case, 
Pigeons  in  yard. 

11 

„ 18 

Arkwright  Street.. 

» 

Recently  had 
Fever  abroad. 

>> 

12 

„ 24 

Vale  Cottages 

Caught 
fever  in 
Bolton. 

Bad  drainage. 

13 

>,  29 

Heavily  Grove  ... 

Not  trace 
able. 

Damp  soil  and 
surroundiugs. 

14 

Sep.  20 

Winter  Hey  Lane. 

» 

Termination  of 
a case  of 
Pneumonia. 

Dead. 

15 

„ 21 

Captain  Street  ... 

n 

Filthy  yard  and 
house,  Fowls 
kept  in  yard. 

Recovery. 

16 

„ 26 

Chorley  New-Rd... 

)) 

Very  mild  case, 
No  Insanitary 
conditions. 

>> 

17 

„ 29 

Webb  Street  

No  Insanitary 
conditions. 

>) 

Number. 

Date  of 
Notifica- 
tion. 

Locality. 

Traceable 
or  not  to 
previously 
existing 
case. 

Insanitary 

conditions 

observed. 

Result. 

18 

Oct. 

20 

Scholes  Bank 

Not  trace- 
able. 

No  Insanitary 
conditions 

Recovery 

19 

>> 

20 

Brunswick  Street.. 

55 

No  Insanitary 
conditions. 

55 

20 

22 

Brownlow  Road... 

55 

New  house,  in 
good  sanitary 
state. 

55 

21 

>> 

30 

Watt  Street  

55 

No  Insanitary 
conditions. 

55 

22 

Nov. 

2 

Melbourne  Grove.. 

5> 

New  house,  fowls 
in  yard. 

Dead. 

23 

>> 

11 

Alexandra  Road.. 

55 

No  Insanitary 
conditions. 

Recovery. 

24 

55 

22 

Dickenson-St  East 

55 

Patient  dirty  and 
neglected. 

55 

25 

Dec. 

5 

Taylor  Street 

5) 

Yard  dirty  and 
in  bad  repair. 

55 

26 

55 

7 

Webb  Street  

55 

Typhoid  state 
at  termination  of 
another  disease. 

Dead. 

27 

55 

25 

Ramsbottom  Road 

54 

No  insanitary 
conditions. 

Recovery 

This  fever  never  assumed  epidemic  proportions  ; in  no  case  except 
one  could  it  be  traced  to  a previously  existing  case.  In  a large  num- 
ber of  the  cases  dirty  yards  and  surroundings  were  the  insanitary 
conditions  observed,  along  with  the  objectionable  practice  of  keeping 
fowls  in  small  back  yards.  Two  of  the  deaths  from  the  disorder  were 
examples  of  the  typhoid  state  which  develops  at  the  termination  of 
acute  inflamatory  diseases.  Disinfectants  were  supplied  in  all  cases, 
and  all  available  precautions  taken  to  prevent  further  extension. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  was  more  or  less  prevalent  through- 
out the  year  ; 96  cases  were  notified,  with  5 deaths.  The  want  of 
isolation  accommodation  was  much  felt  in  dealing  with  this  complaint. 
The  patients  who  cannot  be  properly  isolated  in  their  own  houses 
ought  to  have  an  hospital  provided  for  them,  then  we  should  have 
some  prospect  of  cutting  short  an  epidemic  in  its  early  manifestations. 

Diphtheria. — Ten  cases  notified  ; no  fatal  results,  the  causes  beine* 
dampness. 

Erysipelas. — Forty  cases  notified,  mainly  caused  by  exposure  to  wet 
and  cold.  I have  not  come  across  any  instances  where  this  disease  has 
spread  from  individual  to  individual.  It  appears  to  be  a disease  over 
which  the  sanitary  authority  has  not  much  control,  many  of  the  cases 
being  trifling  in  character,  and  do  not  affect  the  public  health  ; this  is 


more  distinctly  tire  case  where  erysipelas  follows  an  injury.  I mention 
an  instance  where  a case  was  notified,  when,  on  investigation,  the 
patient  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  a black  eye,  the  result  of  a 
street  brawl. 

Puerpural  Fever. — Eight  cases  notified,  with  three  deaths,  these 
being  chiefly  caused  by  chills  taken  after  confinement. 

Membraneous  Croup.  Three  cases  notified,  with  two  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. — Four  deaths  registered.  We  had  no  extensive 
epidemic  of  this  disorder. 

Measles. — No  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  malady.  A striking 
contrast  to  the  year  1893,  when  19  deaths  were  due  to  this  scourge  of 
infancy. 

Diarrhcea. — No  deaths  registered.  Another  contrast  to  the  previous 
year,  when  we  had  1 1 deaths,  with  an  extensive  prevalence  of  the  dis- 
ease in  the  Summer  and  Autumn. 

Smallpox. — Four  cases  notified,  all  ending  in  recovery.  Their  origin 
could  not  be  traced,  though  their  is  great  probability  the  initial  case 
was  contracted  in  a neighbouring  town.  All  the  cases  were  promptly 
isolated  in  hospital — bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  destroyed  or  disinfected — 
these  measures  having  the  satisfactory  effect  of  preventing  the  further 
spread  of  the  disease.  As  in  previous  outbreaks,  the  usual  indifference 
to  re -vaccination  was  exhibited  by  the  public. 

Inspections.— Hegular  and  special  inspections  of  the  district  were 
conducted;  184  visits  to  premises  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigating outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases. 

Disinfection.—  A marked  stride  in  sanitary  work  is  the  establish- 
ment of  an  efficient  steam  disinfector. 

Overcrowding. — No  cases  required  attention. 

Drainage. — 28  houses  were  connected  to  the  Board’s  sewers;  16 
gullies  fixed  and  slop-stone  pipes  disconnected. 

Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewage  is  now  treated  by  ferrozone  in  tanks, 
and  filtered  through  “ polarite  ” and  sand;  two  new  filters  were  con- 
structed by  the  Board’s  workmen.  New  sewers  have  been  laid  in 
Mason  Street  and  Mill  Lane ; the  houses  are  not  yet  connected  with 
these  sewers.  An  18-inch  storm  overflow  was  laid  from  Chorley  New 
Koad  down  Mason  Street. 

New  Buildings,  &c. — 170  new  dwelling-houses  were  erected;  2 
licensed  houses  rebuilt;  13  back  yards  paved  or  flagged,  and  12  ash- 
bins  were  added  to  old  houses. 

Scavenging. — 6,488  ash-pits,  &e.,  were  emptied  in  the  year  ; 500 
pails  and  ash-tubs  cleared  out  weekly.  This  refuse  is  carted  to  Fed 
Moss  and  utilised  on  the  land.  38  old  privies  were  changed  into  water- 
closets  or  waste  water-closets. 

Lodging-Houses. — The  four  registered  houses  were  inspected  58 
times,  with  eight  night  visits  ; one  house  was  closed  on  account  of  its 
filthy  condition.  It  is  now  thoroughly  cleansed,  repaired,  and  re-fur- 
nished, and  is  again  open  for  occupation. 

Bakehouses. — These  are  four  in  number,  and  were  insjiected  94 
times,  being  found  satisfactory. 

Slaughter-LIouses. — Two  registered  ; these  were  inspected  on  54 
occasions,  and  found  clean.  As  in  previous  reports,  I state  my  convic- 
tion that  a public  abbatoir  is  more  adapted  for  this  district. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. — These  were  inspected  116 
times  ; all  clean  and  well  kept. 


Unwholesome  Food. — One  case  of  putrid  fish  being  exj>osed  for  sale 
in  the  open  market ; the  owner  destroyed  it  at  once. 

Nuisances. — 84  notices  were  served,  no  legal  proceedings  being 
necessary  ; one  smoke  nuisance  was  remedied. 

We  have  again  evidence  of  a considerable  amount  of  sanitary  work 
accomplished  in  the  course  of  the  year — notably,  the  erection  of  a suit- 
able disinfecting  apparatus,  and  the  improved  treatment  of  the  sewage 
so  as  to  obtain  a more  satisfactory  effluent. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  1894  is  a low  one,  and  is  recorded  with 
a considerable  amount  of  gratification.  We  find  that  the  general  death 
rate,  the  zymotic,  and  the  respiratory  rate  are  all  diminished.  We  have 
only  a few  deaths  from  consumption.  We  also  find  the  mortality 
amongst  infants  to  be  much  less.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  lowered 
mortality  rate  will  continue. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  large  number  of  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  received,  more  especially  those  of  scarlet  fever,  ask  for  still 
further  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  Authority  to  combat  disease.  This 
would  be  indicated  by  the  establishment  of  an  infectious  hospital  to 
receive  other  patients  besides  those  suffering  from  small-pox.  Sewer 
ventilation  is  a pressing  question,  and  requires  attention  in  our  district, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  most  effective  way  of  purifying  sewer  air 
is  to  allow  it  to  pass  through  the  heat  of  a furnace  before  allowing  it 
to  mingle  with  the  air  we  have  to  breathe.  The  water  supply  during 
the  year  has  been  adequate,  though  some  complaints  are  made  of  its 
hardness,  the  adoption  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  Potter-Clark 
process,  whereby  softening  of  the  water  can  be  effected  in  com- 
paratively small  tanks,  would  have  the  effect  of  remedying  the  hard- 
ness complained  of,  and  make  the  water  still  more  suitable  for 
domestic  purposes. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Horwich,  GEOEGE  H.  WHITAKEE, 

January  29th,  1895.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


